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tration's hostile attitude toward France alarmed the people; "meetings were held , . . in opposition to war"; and the "example was spreading like a wildfire."
Then "most critically for the government [Administration]/* says Jefferson, "the dispatches . . . prepared by ... Marshall, with a view to their being made public, dropped into their laps. It was truly a God-send to them & they made the most of it. Many thousands of copies were printed & dispersed gratis, at the public expense; & the zealots for war co-operated so heartily, that there were instances of single individuals who printed & dispersed 10. or 12,000 copies at their own expense. The odiousness of the corruption supposed in those papers excited a general & high indignation among the people."
Thus, declares Jefferson, the people, "unexperienced in such maneuvers/' did not see that the whole affair was the work of "private swindlers" unauthorized by "the French government of whose participation there was neither proof nor probability." So "the people * . . gave a loose [tongue] to" their anger and declared "their honest preference of war to dishonor. The fever was long & successfully kept up and . . . war measures as ardently crowded." l
Jefferson's deep political sagacity did not underestimate the revolution in the thought and feelings of the masses produced by the outcome of the French mission; and he understood, to a nicety, the gigantic task which must be performed to reassemble and solidify the shattered Republican
1 Jefferson to Gerry, Jan. 26,1790; Works: Ford, ix,